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country, and he has so far made rather a sad mess of his
towns. Ugly pictures, ugly lettering, ugly colours, ugly shop-
windows many of them filled with "expensive trash,"1 are the
modern advertiser's contribution to the education of his fellow-
citizens.2 Would that every school and college could be made
a centre of missionary effort towards the redemption of our
towns from ugliness—a near relation of ignorance and vice!
It is all a question of better education, and not a question of
money.
Libraries The belief that schools are the only places, or, in
some ways even the chief places, in which the
education of the people goes on, receives a decisive check when
we contemplate the operations of public libraries in a modem
civilized country. In the provision of libraries, as in that of
schools, England has no record to be proud of. The old govern-
ing classes needed much persuasion before they became con-
vinced, or, rather, acquiesced in the conviction of social
reformers, that the real danger to the state is ignorance, not
knowledge. Long before Parliament took effective action,
voluntarily supported libraries had grown up in many places,
and did a most useful work. As far back as 1839, Lord
Brougham challenged the House of Lords to produce five
members who knew as much of the higher mathematics as
certain working men of his acquaintance had got from books.
And many people—among them the present writer—have
borne grateful testimony to what the mechanics' institutes
did in. providing libraries for folk in country towns, at a time
when no public libraries were available. It was in 1849 that the
House of Commons appointed a Select Committee to report
on the best means of extending public libraries. 'The Com-
mittee's report was admirable, and if progress was very slow in
1	A. Glutton-Brock, The Hope for Society, p. 49,
2	The advertisements of some of the larger industrial companies are
an indication of better tilings.

